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W
hen Canadians think of the Canadian mil-
itary experience, 
they are inclined to 
include such topics 
as the Canadian 

Corps at Vimy, the RCN in the Battle 
of the Atlantic, or the RCAF’s leader-
ship in the British Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan. They are less likely, 
much less likely, to consider the role 
of defence scientists and policy makers 
in Canada’s contributions to space 
security and defence issues in the first 
30 years of the Cold War. Andrew 
Godefroy’s Defence and Discovery 
provides a corrective to this circum-
stance. Godefroy has translated his 
lifelong fascination with space and his 
expertise, garnered from working in 
the Canadian Force’s Directorate of 
Space Development, into a fascinating 
story of Canada’s important contribu-
tions to defence on the ‘final frontier.’ 
As importantly, his research adds 

another layer to Canada’s contributions to alliance defence 
during the first decades of the Cold War, a period during 
which space advancements were generally seen as a struggle 
between the two superpowers, with little-or-no involvement 
by, no pun intended, satellite nations. Finally, he gives us a 
sense of how defence in the modern era needs to be a collab-
orative effort between functionaries, scientists, and technolo-
gists, and those in uniform.

The book is organized, as the author explains, both by 
topic and chronologically, but most evident is the sequential 

flow that begins with a brief history of 
the mobilization of scientists during 
the Second World War, which then led 
in the first days of the post war reorga-
nization to the creation of the Defence 
Research Board (DRB) under Dr. 
Omond Solandt. While the DRB would 
have several areas of interest, 
Godefroy’s purpose is to examine 
space, and he takes us from studies of 
the upper atmosphere, to rocketry and 
satellites, most notably, the Allouette, 
through Canada’s first and not insig-
nificant efforts in missile defence, and 
finally, to the shift in focus of space 
efforts from defence to telecommuni-
cations, with the eventual formaliza-
tion of a cabinet policy to that effect. 
One underlying theme, which will not 
be unfamiliar to those who have served 
in the Canadian Forces in past decades, 
is the drift of defence researchers 
away from defence needs to pure sci-

realities of delivering humanitarian aid today in the “damned 
nations,” or the failed states where need is the greatest.

The brief opening epigraph to Damned Nations, from the 
preface to George Bernard Shaw’s Heartbreak House (1919), 
needs its original context accurately to set the scene for what 
follows: “In truth, it is, as Byron said, ‘not difficult to die,’ 
and enormously difficult to live: that explains why, at bottom, 
peace is not only better than war, but infinitely more arduous.”

She provides examples of just how easy it is to die, in too 
many places. Such casual indifference to the value of life is 
then linked to the casual indifference with which Canadian 
teachers’ pension plans invest money in companies producing 
the armaments that use children to kill children elsewhere in 
the world. To live, even with guilt, is the more difficult path 
for any survivor.  For us to find ourselves cast in the role of 
villain or perpetrator in these circumstances is perhaps even 
more difficult to accept. Sam drives this point home with a 
multiplicity of examples of how responsibility for war and 
violence in the 21st Century is reflected in the mirror of our 
daily lives, and how inadequate our responses to the needs of 
others, in reality, turns out to be.

If Sam’s own work becomes more arduous because of this 
book, she has only herself to blame. She has the moral cour-
age to challenge the dimensions of aid agencies and their 
efforts that do not work on the ground, while at the same time 
arguing for the absolute necessity of such aid to create a more 
just and sustainable global society, one place, one person, at a 
time. It is a delicate balancing act.

For those who have experienced its horrors first-hand, no 
book is needed to explain the circumstances of war. For the 
rest of us, no number of books can do more than offer a glim-
mer of what remains unspeakable, even for the most eloquent 
of authors.  Sam Nutt’s Damned Nations, however, makes her 
experience of “greed, guns, armies and aid” as personal for 
her readers as it is for her. It should be required reading for 
anyone involved in humanitarian operations, and its chal-
lenges should be considered by those involved in providing 
‘whole of government’ foreign aid and development.

Peter H. Denton, PhD, is an Associate Professor of History at the Royal 
Military College of Canada.
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entific research – science for the sake of science.  A theme 
second is the general absence of a coherent national policy or 
plan on military, and even civilian needs and uses of space 
until the late-1960s. From that point on, and even today, 
Godefroy shows how military requirements have been gener-
ally downplayed, while attention has remained on communi-
cations and research. 

The work is well-illustrated, allowing readers to see both 
the scientists and the various technologies that are the central 
characters in the book. All along, Godefroy gives us vignettes 
of the major participants, and ties their efforts back to both 
national and alliance concerns and programs. If there is one 
caution with this work, it is that the discussions of the actual 
sciences involved may exceed the knowledge and understand-
ing of the average reader. The inclusion of a glossary, and 
perhaps a bit more explanation of the science would have 
been useful, but the author’s message is certainly not lost, 
even upon the unscientific. There is also a comprehensive 
index and list of sources, as well as a chronology and a table 
of abbreviations.

Much of the work is based upon extensive use of primary 
sources, but Godefroy has also, of necessity, sought out mate-
rials from a range of atypical sources. In a short ‘Short Note 
on Sources,’ he provides his own caution, stating that there 
remains a lack of good history dealing with Canadian science 
and technology; he also informs readers that there is a large 
body of primary material which remains classified for reasons 
of national or alliance security.

For these very reasons, Godefroy says that he has only 
just scratched the surface of Canada’s contributions to space 
security. Perhaps he is correct in this, but at the same time, it 
is clear that this is an important and illuminating ‘first 
scratch,’ one which opens our understanding of what in the 
21st Century is likely to become an increasingly important 
area of defence activity.

Colonel (ret’d) Randall Wakelam, CD, PhD, a former highly experienced 
tactical helicopter pilot, is an Assistant Professor in the War Studies Post 
Graduate Degree Program at the Royal Military College of Canada.
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T
here is a large untapped subject area waiting to be 
investigated by contemporary historians in the 
field of social and military 
history in Canada. The con-
nection of the social mores of 

the time and the effects on the members 
of Canada’s professional and citizen mil-
itary has only been scratched on the sur-
face, and little has been done in the era of 
the Great War. A new book, From Victoria 
to Vladivostok: Canada’s Siberian 
Expedition, 1917-19, by Benjamin Isitt, 
an historian specializing in labour and 
social movements in Canada, adds a new 
dimension to this intriguing field of study  
Isitt has introduced an argument in his 
book that radical labour activity had a 
direct influence upon Canada’s participa-
tion in and withdrawal from the little-
known Siberian expedition against 
Bolshevik revolutionaries in 1918-1919. 
Herein, he has taken a first step in investi-
gating this neglected area of historical 

study – the social connections of the working class and the 
ordinary soldier/sailor/airman during war.  His work is a wel-
come start to this field, and it is an in-depth expansion of his 
paper "Mutiny from Victoria to Vladivostok 1918,"published 
in The Canadian Historical Review Volume 87 No 2 (June 
2006).  His book, published in 2010, has delved into various 
archives and primary sources dealing with Canada’s involve-
ment in the Allied Intervention in Russia after the Great War, 
but it concentrates mostly upon Canadian social and labour 
history as it affected the Siberian portion of the Canadian 
involvement in this Russian adventure. Yet, overall, it is a very 
biased study that supports the labour and socialist side of the 
issue, and it fails to take into account other factors, such as 
high level political pressure from allies, and the decision-
making process of the Canadian and other Allied governments 

in making policy. His main argument con-
tends that radical labour activity, espe-
cially that which occurred on Canada’s 
west coast, caused a small mutiny by 
Quebecois conscriptees preparing to 
embark for Russia, and that this, in turn, 
was the reason Canadian troops conducted 
no operational activity in Siberia and 
withdrew early. Around this theme, Isitt 
presents various radical labour events, 
mainly in British Columbia, and socialist 
pressure by labour leaders placed on sol-
diers assembling in Victoria before being 
sent to Siberia.This is interspersed with 
narratives of the events occurring in 
Russia that showed the evolution of the 
revolution towards the Bolshevik takeover 
of the Russian government. Isitt uses the 
events in Russia and in Canada as evi-
dence of  the solidarity of radical 
Canadian labour with the Russian revolu-


